
Pastor 
Rev. Leszek Semik

Associate Pastor
Rev. Innocent Nzewuji

Priest in Residence
Rev. Msgr. Gregory Cox

Deacon 
Jose “Joe” Viola

Business Manager 
Fred Balsz

Weekend Masses
Saturday:        5PM Vigil
Sunday:          7:30AM, 9AM, 

     11AM, 5PM

Daily Masses
Mon, Wed, Fri: 6:30AM

        8AM
Tues, Thu, Sat:  8AM

Reconciliation 
(Penance)
Wednesdays: 5:15 - 5:45PM
Saturdays:      3:30 - 4:45PM

Parish Office Hours
Mon-Fri: 8:30AM - 4:30PM
(CLOSED WEEKENDS)

7390 W. Manchester Ave
Los Angeles, Ca 90045
(310) 670-2243
St-Anastasia.org

@St.Anastasia90045

Sixth Sunday of Easter	     May 22, 2022



Jesus tells his disciples, 
“Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives 
do I give it to you.” The 
peace that Jesus gives 
is far different than the 
kind that comes from 

the absence of war, conflict, or affliction. The peace that 
God offers is found alongside suffering and hardship, 
not necessarily in their absence. St. Teresa of Avila offers 
us a bit of wisdom regarding peace: “May today there 
be peace within. May you trust God that you are exactly 
where you are meant to be. May you not forget the infinite 
possibilities that are born of faith. May you use those gifts 
that you have received and pass on the love that has been 
given to you. May you be content knowing you are a child 
of God. Let this presence settle into your bones and allow 
your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and love. It is 
there for each and every one of us.”

In order for us to experience the divine peace that Jesus 
offers, we have to allow God’s presence to settle into our 
bones! It is only when this happens that we can be truly 
taught by the Holy Spirit to discern the true path to peace 
and find ourselves with untroubled hearts. The world and 
our lives are so unpredictable and changeable. If we look 
for a source of lasting and real peace only there, our search 
will never be satisfied. Something will always unsettle and 
disturb us. The Jewish disciples could really relate to what 
Jesus was saying about peace (shalom). They already knew 
that it was more a matter of achieving wholeness and 
wellbeing than anything else. 

Wholeness and wellbeing are precisely what is uncovered 
when we begin to really see and know the height, depth, 
and breadth of God’s presence and promise. The elegance 
of God’s Divine life flows through our blood and the 
marrow in our bones. It is that close and deep. As we 
breathe in and exhale God’s life, peace becomes what we 
know within and what is exhaled out. This remains in the 
midst of intense conflict, persecution, suffering, rejection, 
and even death.

Gospel Meditation - Deeper Understanding
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Second Collection - Music Ministry

Today’s second collection is for the continued support of 
our Music Ministry. We are working towards enhancing the 
worship experience by heightening the Word of God with 
increased richness and variety of music at all our Masses 
and at the many community events we host throughout the 
year. 

Thru May 31st our Respect Life ministry will 
be collecting diapers and baby care items 
to support local Pregnancy Help Centers. 
Please fill up the 
cribs in the vestibule 

and at the front of 
the Church.  

Stewardship Weekend

The truck from St. Vincent de Paul 
will be in the Parking Lot today 
Sunday, May 22nd, 8:30AM-1:30PM, 
collecting useable clothing, shoes, small 
appliances, household items, books, etc.

Offering back to God what He 
has given us is part of how we 
worship and give thanks to God. 
Stewardship helps us see the good 
we can accomplish by making God 
and our spiritual life essential values 

in our life. Today May 22nd, our Parish and Middle School 
students come together for a “Weekend of Stewardship.” 
We will be collecting items for various organizations in 
Pastor’s Plaza.

Care Packages for unhoused & low income families. 
Collecting: hand wipes, sanitary napkins, granola bars, lip 
balm, socks, shampoo, deodorant.

St. Margaret’s Center. Collecting: NEW underwear for 
adult homeless men who are offered weekly showers at St 
Margaret’s Center. (various sizes)

Fundraising for Red Cross, assisting the people of Ukraine 
follow link for Go Fund Me for Ukraine: https://gofund.me/
f69f28f9

AGES Book drive. Collecting: books for children of all ages 
to enjoy and learn the love of reading.

Local Animal Shelters. Collecting: New and used towels

Student will also be collecting various additional items for 
other organizations. Items needed include: 

•	 school supplies and backpacks
•	 toiletry items (hotel/travel size)
•	 canned food items
•	 new & used toys

Flocknote

Flocknote is a communication tool that we have been 
testing across various ministries, since the Fall. It 
allows us to more effectively communicate with you 
and your family through text or email. With Flocknote, 
you choose what information to receive 
regarding events happening at St. 
Anastasia. Receive the digital bulletin, 
ministy updates, and more! 
Join today by texting our keyword 
STACHURCH to 84576.



SAT: 5PM Fr. Leszek Semik
SUN: 7:30AM Fr. Leszek Semik
SUN: 9AM Fr. Innocent Nzewuji
SUN: 11AM Msgr. Gregory Cox
SUN: 5PM Fr. Leszek Semik

Next Sunday’s Mass Celebrants & Readings

Daily Prayers

First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will be witnesses 
to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11).
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord (Psalm 47).
Second Reading — God seated Jesus at his right hand in the 
heavens (Ephesians 1:17-23) or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23.
Gospel — As Jesus blessed his disciples he parted from them and was 
taken up to heaven (Luke 24:46-53). 

Mass Intentions, Weekly Readings, & Mass Celebrants

MONDAY, May 23:
Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Jn 15:26 — 16:4a

Mass Intentions & Readings for the Week

TUESDAY, May 24: 
Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11

WEDNESDAY, May 25: St. Bede the Venerable; St. Gregory VII
Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; Jn 16:12-15

THURSDAY,  May 26: The Ascension of the Lord (to be celebrated Sunday)
Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20

FRIDAY, May 27: St. Augustine of Canterbury
Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23

SATURDAY, May 28: 
Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28

SUNDAY, May 22: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8; Rv 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29

6:30AM – John Rodriguez 
8 AM – Colleen White Hegarty 

6:30 AM –  Lowell Hobrock 
8 AM – Rush Limbaugh  

6:30 AM – Rooney Gonzalez 
8 AM – Connie Moore 

8 AM – Lysa Dennehy  

8 AM –  Pat & Bob Hoffmann 

Sacramental Preparation

Birthday  Support  Anniversary  Memorial 

BAPTISM: 
Parents and Godparents are required to participate in a pre-Baptism 
Preparation Course through the Los Angeles Archdiocese at 
www.LaCatholics.org/baptism.  Call the Parish Office for more information 
at 310-670-2243 

FIRST RECONCILITION & HOLY COMMUNION
Please contact Nivita Aldrede-Brito (DRE)
Cell/Text: 310.614.7520 or Email: Nivita007@st-anastasia.org

HIGH SCHOOL CONFIRMATION:
Please contact Dianalee Dupree
Call: 310-670-2243 Ext. 51 or Email: DDupree@st-anastasia.org

Adult Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist (RCIA):
More on becoming Catholic contact Nivita Aldrede-Brito (DRE)
Cell/Text: 310.614.7520 or Email: Nivita007@st-anastasia.org

MARRIAGE: 
Engaged couples must contact the Office 6 months before their proposed 
wedding date. Call the Parish Office: 310-670-2243. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Sacrament for the Sick is celebrated upon request of the family. 
Call the Parish Office 310-670-2243 or Email: parish@st-anastasia.org

MASS INTENTIONS & PRAYER REQUESTS:
Arranged by contacting the Parish Office with names of loved ones. 
Call the Parish Office 310-670-2243 or Email: parish@st-anastasia.org
Note: Due to privacy and confidentiality laws, permission must be 
given by a family member to publish a loved one’s name for mass 
intentions and prayer requests.

FUNERALS: 
Call the Parish Office 310-670-2243 to arrange funeral or memorial 
services.

Personal Prayer in the Church 
The Church is open every day 

Mondays & Fridays: 6AM - 5PM

Tuesdays & Thursdays: 7AM - 5PM 

Wednesdays: 6AM - 6PM

Saturdays & Sundays: 7AM - 6PM

Divine Mercy Chaplet + Adoration 
In the Church - Wednesdays at 5PM 

Daily Rosary 
Monday-Saturday 
Following after all 8AM Masses
And after 6:30AM Masses on
Mon., Wed., and Fri.

8 AM – Rose Devoe 
5 PM – St. Anastasia Parishioners  

7:30 AM –  Doug Winter 
9 AM – St. Anastasia Parishioners 

11 AM – Marjorie & Frank Manko 
5 PM – Dr. Tom Petoskey 



Love isn’t just a feeling, and Jesus 
reminds us of that in the Gospel of 
John. Love is a choice and a series 
of actions. Sometimes laying down 
your life simply means giving up 

what you want so you can help someone else. What 
are some ways you can help someone else today? 
How can you show them love in the way Jesus 
wants? Think of three small, helpful actions you can 
take today. Then make it a point to do them. 

Faith Formation  

Kids’ Corner

From the book entitled “Living Faith Kids” by Imprimatur Bishop Mark S. Rivituso

God, give me the courage to Love as 

you love

Congrats to First Holy Communicants!SRE Registration for 2022-2023

FHC Y1 & Y2
R.C.I.A/ Adult FHC/ Adult Confirmation 

will take place after all morning Masses on:

Vacation Bible School

VBS will be back this year! We 
will have two seperate tracks. 
Registration for VBS will take 
place in the Diamond Courtyard 
on May 15th & May 22nd, from 
7:30AM-12:30PM. Contact 
the DRE, Nivita Brito, for more 

information at nivita007@st-anastasia.org

June 27th - July 1st (F.R.O.G.) 8AM-12PM
July 25th - July 29th (Hidden Treasures) 8AM-12PM

•	 May 15th

•	 May 22nd

•	 June 19th

•	 June 26th

•	 July 10th 

•	 July 24th

•	 Aug. 7th

•	 Aug. 21st

•	 Aug. 28th 

•	 Sept. 11th

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends. 

John 15:13

Catholic Life Explained

Question:
I can’t explain it. I feel a nudge 
from God to do something 
out of the ordinary. How do I 
respond?

Answer:
You’re in good company! 
Abraham was asked to leave 
all he knew and loved for 
a strange land, with only 

abstract divine assurance that such a sacrifice would be 
worth it. Plenty of prophets protested against God’s call, 
whether it was claiming they were too young (Jeremiah) 
or running away entirely, only to end up in a whale’s 
belly (Jonah). St. Joseph was asked to do something 
very strange. He was asked to believe — on the word of 
an angelic appearance in a dream — that his betrothed 
was pregnant not from another man, but by a miraculous 
intervention of God. Then he was called to marry her.
Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “You shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you odd.” Sometimes 
God’s invitation might seem strange or challenging. It 
might require sacrifices we never expected to make. Our 
life might look different than we had always imagined. But 
as we all know, life throws its own curveballs, regardless of 
whether or not we’re listening for God’s will. Better, one 
would think, to be open to the promptings of God and to 
follow along the strange trails that they lead. We have the 
assurance that, eventually, we will find green pastures.
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What a special weekend 
for our 53 St. Anastasia 
Parish children who 
received their First Holy 
Communion this past 
Saturday. Congratulations 
and may you always turn 
to Jesus for love, hope and 
nourishment of your soul.

We are so grateful for 
the whole First Holy 
Communion team that 

prepared the children for this Sacrament and made their 
big day possible: our Director of Religious Education, 
Nivia Brito; our principal, Angelica Krestin; our second 
grade teacher, Ms. Lisa Scaltrito; our religious education 
catechists, Ms. Dianne McCanna, Ms, Monica Lange, Ms. 
Bertha Martin, Ms. Rocki Davidson, Ms. Maria de la Luz; 
our musicians, Kate Comstock and Ken Joseph Wlowinski, 
and those who helped with coordinating the liturgies and 
volunteering throughout the year.  Thank you!



The 24th Annual St. Anastasia’s 
Charity Golf Classic is back! Register 
now to attend on Wednesday, May 
25th, for an unforgettable day on the 
links with DRINKS, FOOD, PRIZES, 
RAFFLES, and MORE! Awards and 
dinner at the Elks Lodge following the 
Golf Classic. 

The tournament will be held at SKYLINKS GOLF COURSE 
with a 10am Shotgun start. Golf skills are not required. 
Teams will be in foursomes. You can form your own or we’ll 
find you a group. Singles welcome!
If you would like to register, please contact 
Shannon Matthews: Shannon@MatthewsFam.us

Parish Life Parish Life

Called to Renew Capital Campaign

Parish Goal: $1,245,000
Pledges to Date: $742,335

We are 60% to our Goal
Our Called to Renew Capital 
Campaign has been steadily 
gaining momentum. We are 
incredibly grateful to nearly 60 
parishioner families who have 
committed to help our Parish and 
the Catholic Church with a 5-year 
pledge. On June 5th & June 

12th, we will conclude our participation wave with two 
commitment weekends. At each Mass, you will have an 
opportunity to finalize your participation decision. If you 
need more information on how this campaign impacts 
our Parish, please visit our website “Giving” page. Make 
an appointment with Fr. Leszek to discuss how you can 
contribute with a pledge at your comfort level. Contact 
the Parish Office at (310) 670-2243. To make your pledge 
online, visit :

http://www.st-anastasia.org/giving/ctr/
Be sure to select St. Anastasia as your Parish (P482)

St. Anastasia Golf Tournament

A little bit given over time will make a big difference.

$250 per month over 60 months totals $15,000
$200 per month over 60 months totals $12,000
$150 per month over 60 months totals $9,000
$100 per month over 60 months totals $6,000 

$50 per month over 60 months totals $3,000

“It ’s not how much you give, 
but how much love we put into giving.”

		        St. Teresa of Calcutta IT’S TIME…MEN’S 
CORNERSTONE RETREAT    

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 
  Proverbs 27:17 
 
 
THE BEST 26 HOURS YOU WILL SPEND 
 FOR YOU… AND YOUR FAMILY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6PM FRIDAY JUNE 10 TO  
8PM SATURDAY JUNE 

The retreat is hosted by a team of Visitation and St. 
Anastasia men who, after experiencing it themselves, 
are passing along the gift of Cornerstone. It’s simply a 
Gathering of Ordinary Men sharing their faith and life 
experiences. Some of these men will give a short talk in 
a casual atmosphere followed by thoughtful reflection 
and discussion. You may share as much or as little as you 
choose in these discussions. This short break from your 
daily routine allows you to reflect, renew, and strengthen 
your faith while meeting other men in our Christian 
community.

Register online at http://visitationchurch-la.com or 
scan the QR code below. You may also email us at 

visitationmenscornerstone@gmail.com expressing 
interest or asking questions and we will get back to you 

promptly. Feel free to call Jerry Feldman at 323-706-6788 
with any questions.

St. Roberts Center Weekend

Every 6 weeks our Parish Outreach Ministry volunteers
at St. Robert’s Center in Venice at 211 3rd Ave, Venice, 
CA 9029. Join us on Saturday, May 28th 7:30AM-11AM. 
Together we will feed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
and bring hope to those in despair. Sign Up at: https://
stanastasiala.flocknote.com/signup/70593

Men’s Corner Stone Retreat June 10th-11th



Beyond Our Parish

Pauline Center for Media

May 21- 22 || Amusement park safety

Heading to a family amusement 
park this summer? Prepare your 
family with some easy safety tips. 
Amusement parks are crowded 
and exciting — and unfortunately, 
they can also be the perfect 
scenario for children to get 
distracted and separated from the 
family. Before you go, discuss the rules with your children: 
specify where they can go and who they can go with. 
Establish a buddy system and a family meet-up spot in case 
you get separated. For more tips, request a copy of the 
VIRTUS® article “Keeping Kids Safe at Amusement Parks” 
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.

Did You Know?

City of Saints Teen Conference

Registration now open until capacity is reached. If you or a 
group is interested in attending together as a parish please 
contact Dianalee Dupree at ddupree@st-anastasia.org by 
May 29th. Any adult volunteers who would like to join as 
chaperones please reach out.

Christus Ministries

Are you looking to get away to reflect on your personal 
relationships and their meanings, or encounter God’s love 
in a whole new way? Join other young adults in SoCal from 
June 23rd-26th for #Caritas to discover #Love anew. 

Learn more and register here: CaritasRetreat.org

Register online at: bemediamindful.org/filmretreat

3908 Sepulveda Blvd, Culver City, CA 90230
bemediamindful.org

pcms@paulinemedia.com

A retreat is a time for prayer,
reflection, and contemplation. This
unique experience guides
participants on a journey through
cinema as we reflect together on
our common human experience.

With the practice of cinema divina
we enter into the Scriptures and
film as we reflect on the gift of
encountering people as and where
they are, as Pope Francis says in
his World Communications Day
message for 2021.

two retreat options

"Graced Encounters"

July 26-30
Meet daily by Zoom
for Cinema Divina

5:00pm PT/8:00pm ET

Films:

Minari (2020)

East Side Sushi (2014)

Land (2021)

The Hate U Give
(2018)

Peanut Butter Falcon
(2019)

$50 per person

Week-long Weekend

Pauline Center for Media Studies
presents

National
Virtual Film

Retreats
2021

Sept 17-19
Meet Fri-Sun by Zoom
for Cinema Divina

5:00pm PT/8:00pm ET

Films:

Where'd You Go,
Bernadette? (2019)

The Lunchbox (2013)

Nomadland (2020)

$25 per person

This unique retreat experience takes participants on a 
journey through cinema to reflect together on our common 
human experience and the gift of encountering people as 
and where they are, as Pope Francis reflects in his 2021 
World Communications Day message. With the practice 
of cinema divina, lectio divina with film, we enter into the 
reality of how we communicate with one another and God 
in view of respectful encounters. All films are to be watched 
on your own prior to our Zoom meetings.

Bulletin Updates

If you have any announcements for the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@st-anastasia.org. 
June 5 bulletin content: Due Thursday, May 26
June 12 bulletin content: Due Thursday, June 2
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PERSONAL TAXES,
ACCOUNTING & FINANCIAL

DENVIR & CO.
Over 30 years of experience in all personal tax, 

accounting & administrative functions for small and 
medium sized organizations.

Peter Denvir - Parishioner
310.413.6547
peter.denvir@yahoo.com

310-714-1346
Diana@HomeTeam2.com

www.HomeTeam2.com

DRE #: 01801553

Parishioner for over 20 years

REALTOR

2 Miles West of Lincoln BI.
8145 West Manchester  

Playa Del Rey, CA 90293

310.822.9115

Recognized 8+ Years  

  Running by   

    The Argonaut and 

      HomeTown News as         

        the Westside’s Best  

           Auto Repair Shop!

Homestyle Pasta

Hand-tossed Pizza

Daily Chef Specials

Fine Wines &

Imported Beer

Carry-out • Delivery • Catering

THE BEST IN TRADITIONAL
ITALIAN CUISINE

CANTALINIS.COM  310-821-0018

193 Culver blvd., Playa del Rey, CA 

Our Los Angeles, California senior living community offers
expert Memory Care and Respite Care for individuals

living with memory loss. Contact us today to schedule a tour!
7501 Osage Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045

844-900-7889 • www.avenirseniorliving.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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ST. ANASTASIA CATHOLIC CHURCH
 7390 W. Manchester Avenue

Los Angeles, CA  90045
310-670-2243 Office

310-670-5052 Fax
Website: www.St-Anastasia.org
 Email:  parish@st-anastasia.org

ST. ANASTASIA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
8631 S. Stanmoor Drive
Los Angeles, CA  90045

310-645-8816 Office
Website:  school.St-Anastasia.org 
Email:  school@st-anastasia.org

PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES

Funeral 
Arrangements....670-2243

Companions on the Journey
Sue McLaughlin &
Lidia Vinci.......................670-2243

Young Adult Ministry
Nancy Albin....................927-8891

Prayer Group
Lori Mountain.................502-9105

Rosary Ministry
Rose De Leonardis..........645-7175
Ben Oakley.....................670-2771

Respect Life
 Teressa Syta…………....670-0285

Safe Guard the Children
Ken Lance…….…….......670-2243 

Homeless Weekend Program/
St. Robert’s Center  
Parish Office………........670-2243

St. Margaret’s Center
Mary Agnes Erlandson....672-2208 
Senobia Nelson..............291-3047

Catholic Charities
Cindy Begazo………......306-9390

Bundles for Babies & Diaper 
Drive 
Teressa Syta……….…...670-0285

Nurses Ministry
Linda S. Absher…….......645-6136
Angie Tolentino..…….....351-6137 

Men’s Morning Hour
……….........670-2243

MOMS Ministry
Maria Reilly……….........382-7971

Bible Study
Carolyn Godlewski..........670-2243
Email: ScriptureStudyStA@gmail.com 

Social Ministry 
Laurette Bibeau……......670-2488

Family Visitation Ministry
Sr. Teresita………..….....216-2001  

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

Ministry of the Eucharist: Linda Schmidt........397-5691
To the Home Bound………............................670-2243    
Ministry of the Word:         Carl Pentis.............649-4238
  		             Antoinette Luxford.338-1140
Ministry of Music: 	            Kate Comstock.......670-2243
   		             MusicMinistry@st-anastasia.org  
To Volunteer as an Usher: Parish Office……..670-2243
Courtyard Hospitality:       Sr. Teresita.…….....216-2001
Altar Care:	           Rose De Leonardis..645-7175
Altar Server Committee:  Herb Masi …......…641-2819

Mary Paquin …......502-6653

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
 

Parish Finance Council:  David Mora..............670-2243
Pastor Pastoral Council: Christopher Kaczor...670-2243
Site Committee:               Stefan Politz.............337-9534
Men’s Club:	         Chris Turkmany........200-8021
Knights of Columbus....................................821-2324
 Arts and Education:	        Andy Kozlowski........670-3152 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PRIEST 
OR IN RELIGIOUS LIFE? 

Call the Office for Vocations     
 213-637-7248 

www.la-archdiocese.org/org/vocations

J.S.Paluch  
Advertising (Bulletin Ads-Back cover) 

(800) 231-0805

PASTORAL TEAM

Pastor: Fr. Leszek J. Semik
Associate Pastor: Fr. Innocent Nzewuji
Priest in Residence: Msgr. Gregory A. Cox
Deacon: Jose “Joe” Viola
Business Manager: 	 Fred Balsz
Parish Secretary Nora Jayne Mallen
Parish Office Assistants: Theresa Reilly
Director of Religious Education: Nivita Aldrete-Brito
Director of Music Ministry: Kate Comstock
Confirmation/ Bulletin Editor: Dianalee Dupree
 School Principal: Angelica Krestin

 School Office Manager: Louise Lance
 School Office Assistant: Linda Schmidt
 School Bookkeeper: Pauline Diaz
 Campus Safety: Ken Lance
Maintenance: Erik Melchor
Consultative School Board: Dianalee Dupree
PTO-Parent Teacher Organization: Vickie Farmer
ADESTE (After School Program): Ofelia Jimenez

St. Anastasia 
Online Giving

 
Scan the QR code below

to donate online with 
Our Sunday Visitor

Login information
Thank you for your 
continued support




